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Message from the Board of Directors 

A place to call home…  
Mount Washington Valley Habitat for Humanity, through volunteerism and community 
involvement, builds simple, decent homes with and for our neighbors in need.

Mt. Washington Valley Habitat for Humanity is 
an organization based on Christian principles.

The Christy Berry Family   

Board of 
     DiReCTORS

Check our website www.mwv-habitat.org for late-breaking news & current events.

eqUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

MWV Habitat for Humanity (MWVHfH) kicked off the 
yard sale season Saturday April 21st with a giant yard 
sale at the site of the former Lenox 
outlet.  

Thanks to the generosity of the 
Tolley family, MWVHFH has used this 
site for several years and the sales 
have generated enough income to 
pay for material for one house. These 
sales could not have happened 
without the Tolley’s support and the 
hard work of dozens of volunteers 
who have spent many days collecting donations, 
loading them into our truck, and transporting them to 
the store. 

Other volunteers have spent hours arranging the 
items in the store and pricing them for sale and then 
being there on sale days to help run the store. We 
have also had generous volunteers who have helped 
load the purchases into cars, trucks and trailers for the 
new owners. None of this would be possible without 
the many calls to Habitat and donation of countless 

sale items. 
This is truly a win-win for the valley: items that might 

have found their way to the landfill 
find a new home;  families in need 
of items get great bargains; and 
Habitat is able to raise money to 
help pay for materials used to build 
homes for local families in need of 
decent housing.

We currently are looking for a 
new home for future yard sales. The 
Tolleys have been fortunate to find 

tenants for the Lenox building. So look for our next 
yard sale at a new site later this summer.  If you have 
decent furniture, appliances, rugs, walls hangings, 
surplus building material, etc. and would like to donate 
them to Habitat, please call the office at 603-356-3832 
to arrange for pickup typically made on the 1st and 3rd 
Saturday and the 2nd and 4th Wednesday each month.   
Again, thanks to everyone for your help and support. 
Thanks to everyone who came and bought something; 
without you, we would not have been successful.

M ount Washington Valley Habitat for 
Humanity just recently kicked off its 
2012 building season.  The 2012 building 

season will mark the construction of its fourteenth 
home in the Mount Washington Valley and its first 
construction project in Fryeburg, Maine.  In March 
2012, the Family Selection Committee consisting of 
community members Betsy Harding and Dave Hovey 
and Habitat board members  Bob Magoun and Dan 
Osetek were tasked with finding the next Habitat for 
Humanity homeowner.  

 After the Family Selection Committee did its work, 
it identified 2 qualified families. Ultimately only one 
could be chosen. While the decision is never easy, it 
is almost always unanimous.  This year, Christy Berry 
from Fryeburg was chosen as 
the next owner of a Habitat 
for Humanity house.  Christy 
is employed as a medical 
biller for Major Medical Billing 
in Conway and also works as a 
server at the 302 Smokehouse 
in Fryeburg. Christy has 2 
daughters, Nora, 14 and 
Natalie, 5. Both daughters are 
enrolled in the Fryeburg school 
system.  

 Christy, along with her family 
and friends, will work to earn 
her “sweat equity” hours, which 

will ultimately help construct this new 
house. Please join us in congratulating 
Christy as she and Mount Washington 
Valley Habitat for Humanity build another 
place for a family to call home.

Above: Christy Berry with daughters Nora 
and Natalie 

Left: Christy during construction

We are currently 

looking for a 

new home for 

future yard sales.

Special Guest at Hardin Dedication

Women Build 2012

Ralph Lutjen…Master Gardener and Community Champion!

Carolyn Boland

During the process of building the eleven homes on 
Robert Morrell Drive, many of the homeowners were 
assisted in their purchase by the New Hampshire Housing 
Finance Authority.  The organization provided a $15,000 
down payment grant to most of the families.  This grant 
lowered the monthly mortgage payments making the 
homes even more affordable.

Carolyn Boland, a senior staff member of the Home 

Ownership Division, of NHHFA, 
attended the recent dedication 
ceremony of the Hardin family 
home.  She was able to personally 
meet many of the families her 
organization has assisted and view 
the quality of workmanship of the 
MWV Habitat craftsmen. 

When you drive into Robert 
Morrell Drive in Conway 

it is readily apparent that the 
properties are well cared for, 
the lawns green and tended, 
and the tree lined street looks 
appealing thanks to Ralph 
Lutjen and the Mountain 
Garden Club.  Over the years, 
Ralph, a Master Gardener and 
Mountain Garden Club member 
has worked with our local 
Habitat for Humanity affiliate 
and the Habitat homeowners to 
select and plant specimen oaks 
and maple trees, landscape 
each property, and create 
lawns.  He has conducted 
many well attended lawn 
care seminars that included 
how and when to seed and 
fertilize.  On one afternoon in the summer, he could be 
seen surrounded by virtually every homeowner with their 
lawn mowers as he provided instruction on lawn mower 

maintenance and care.  That 
afternoon each mower was tuned 
up and ready for work much to 
the appreciation of the owners.  
Ralph and the Mountain Garden 
Club have been instrumental 
in achieving  a desirable 
neighborhood.

When asked about his 
involvement with Habitat for 
Humanity and the Mountain 
Garden Club, Ralph explained that 
he is Chairman of the Mountain 
Garden Club’s Environmental 
Committee and the Habitat for 
Humanity Committee because 
of his interest in improving 
community awareness of the 
environment.  Ralph likes the 
“spirit and the whole idea of 
Habitat” for which we and the 

Robert Morrell Drive families are very appreciative.  Thank 
you to both Ralph and the Mountain Garden Club who 
funded multiple projects!

Ralph Lutjen

Who Volunteers at MWV Habitat for Humanity?

Bruce Curtis-McLane

Bruce Curtis-McLane – has been a Jackson resident since 2006. He and his 
wife Kate have been married 38 years and have two grown children. Their son also lives 
in Jackson where he runs a tree service and their daughter resides in Alaska and works 
in Denali National Park. Bruce retired from teaching in Hanover, NH where he taught 
social studies for 10 years at the middle school and 20 years at the high school. Prior to 
volunteering with Habitat for Humanity, Bruce was the shop teacher for one year.  When 
he learned about MWV Habitat for Humanity, he saw this as an opportunity to apply 
the  building skills he acquired building his own house, and renovating others. He very 
much enjoys the camaraderie in working with fellow Habitat volunteers and views the 
experience as an opportunity to give back to others. His hobbies and interests include: 
wood turning; gardening; hiking and travelling. 

Your Help is Needed !
In addition to your financial support, could 

you check the mailing information on this 
newsletter to insure we have everything 
correct? Did we misspell anything? Are you 
receiving multiple copies? Most of you are 
receiving this newsletter because you have 
helped some way in the past, either by a 
monetary donation, a yard sale donation or 
purchase or as a volunteer. We are trying to cleanup and 
improve our database to insure accuracy and eliminate 

duplication and therefore expense. If there 
is an error, could you email us the correction 
at office@mwv-habitat.org or telephone the 
correction to the office at 356-3832.

If you have moved and/or no longer wish 
to receive the newsletter, let us know that 
also. Your assistance is greatly appreciated 
as is your support and your prayers for our 

success in helping families in need of decent, affordable 
housing.

What is the most important thing to 
do on Mother’s Day weekend?  For 

most people, sending cards or flowers to 
Mom or spending the day remembering 
their mother is the traditional way to 
celebrate.  In the Mount Washington 
Valley, Mother’s Day weekend has come 
to mean Habitat for Humanity Women’s 
Build.  This is the 5th year that Lowe’s 

has sponsored a weeklong event, where participating 
Affiliates who put together a team of at least 75% 
women qualify for a $5,000.00 store credit.  This is 
also the 5th year that the Mount Washington Valley 
Affiliate of Habitat for Humanity has been chosen to 
be Lowe’s Women’s Build site.

We were invited to Lowe’s for a clinic to familiarize 
the participants with hand and power tools to safely 
frame a house.  Lowe’s offers these clinics so that 
women, many of whom do not build on a regular basis are 
comfortable with tools and can work safely at the build site.  
This year, Bob Howe, the foreman on Women’s Build day, 
said that, “the women seemed more comfortable with the 
tools and were able to jump right in to start work”.  Much of 
this is due to Lowe’s clinics, and the fact that many women 

are repeat builders for this event.
National Women Build Week is held the week leading 

up to Mother’s Day because of its significance to Habitat 
homeowners and volunteers.  Families with children make 
up a staggering number of those in need of adequate 
housing.  More than 12 million children-one in six- live in 
substandard housing in the United States alone.  This year 
we had five mother daughter teams building with us.  The 
daughters raised their hammers in honor of their mothers.  
The mothers considered this time well spent together, 

building a safe 
affordable home for 
another local mother 
and her children, 
the best gift their 
daughter could have 
given them.

Once again this 
year the women from 
Carroll County Altrusa 
provided us with 

snacks and a delicious lunch.  These women baked goodies 
for our morning break and bought lunch for the entire crew.  
Many of the women were inspired by what they saw at the 
site and have asked to join the building crew next year.  
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