
Page 24 - TIlE CONWAY DAILY SUN Friday, November 19 2010 

The Mountain Garden Club collaborated with Kennett High School Career and Technical Center advanced building trade students to pro
vide the newly renovated garden at Merriman House at the Memorial Hospital in North Conway a new work station. (COURTESY PHOTO) 

MOlDltain Garden Club collaborates with students 
on gardening workstation for the Merriman House 

CONWAY - About a year 
ago, the Mountain Garden 
Club began working with Ethel 
Stafford in the activities depart
ment of Merriman House at the 
Memorial Hospital in North 
Conway in renovating their 
garden. 

The Merriman House provides 
round-the-clock nursing care for 
geriatric residents. Capitalizing 
on elements such as natural 
sunlight, wooded surroundings, 
and the garden area, the build
ing design helps residents adapt 
to the physical changes in vision 
and perception that occur with 
aging and dementia. 

Mountain Garden Club garden 
therapy committee members, 
DD Warren, Virginia Kanzler 
and Diane Copley, restored the 
existing garden for the resi
dents to enjoy last summer. 

However, one of the things that 
was missing in the newly reno
vated garden was a place where 
the residents could work on gar
dening projects. 

The club collaborated with 
Kennett High School Career 
and Technical Center advanced 
building trade students (Darrin 
Medeiros, Zach Cromwell, Tyler 
Rokowski , Alex Kidder, Tim Hill, 
Dustin Brett, Zachery Shack
ford, Jacob Thurston, Nathan 
Smith, Wendell Kiesman, Ben 
Peare, John Colcord) to design 
and build a gardening worksta
tion. 

Jason Daggett, the building 
trades instructor, oversaw this 
project that falls under the 
direction of Laurie Babine in the 
Kennett High School career and 
education department. Hancock 
Lumber generously donated the 

wood for the workstation. 
The wheelchair-accessible 

workstation was delivered to 
Merriman House on Sept. 29, 
much to the delight of the resi
dents. It is the intention of the 
Mountain Garden Club garden 
therapy committee to continue 
to maintain the garden, as well 
as hold basic gardening demon
stration classes at Merriman 
House next spring/summer. 

The Mountain Garden Club, 
established 37 years ago, is a 
member of the New Hampshire 
Federation of Garden Clubs -
District 1, and of the National 
Garden Clubs, Inc. - New Eng
land Region. Membership is open 
to all residents of the Mount 
Washington Valley. For more 
information regarding the club, 
its programs and activities visit 
www.mountaingardenclub.org. 


